Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) on the Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897

. What is the Epidemic Diseases Act, 18977

The Epidemic Diseases Act is a legislation enacted to empower the government to take
special measures for the prevention and control of the spread of dangerous epidemic
diseases in India.

. What was the historical context behind its enactment?

The Act was introduced in response to the bubonic plague outbreak in Bombay in 1896. It
was designed to enable swift governmental action in times of public health emergencies.

. Who has the authority to implement the Act?

Both the Central Government and State Governments are authorized to invoke
provisions of the Act and issue necessary regulations in response to an epidemic threat.

. What powers are granted under the Act?

The Act empowers authorities to:

Inspect and detain persons suspected of infection.

Restrict movement or gatherings.

Impose quarantines.

Take temporary control of public or private premises for containment.
Issue guidelines and regulations necessary to manage the outbreak.
Can individuals be isolated or quarantined under this law?

Yes. The Act provides legal backing for the isolation, screening, or quarantine of
individuals to prevent disease transmission and ensure public safety.

. Are there penalties for non-compliance with regulations under this Act?

Yes. Violation of any order or regulation issued under the Act is punishable under Section
188 of the Indian Penal Code, (current Bharatiya Nyay Samhita) which addresses
disobedience to an order duly promulgated by a public servant.

How was the Act utilized during the COVID-19 pandemic?

During the COVID-19 crisis, the Act was extensively used across India to enforce travel
restrictions, social distancing, lockdowns, and mandatory quarantines, and to regulate
health services.

. What protections does the Act offer to healthcare personnel?

In April 2020, the Act was amended to include specific provisions to protect healthcare
workers from acts of violence and property damage during epidemics. These provisions
ensure safety and legal support for frontline workers.

Does the Act provide a framework for modern public health management?
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While the Act allows emergency responses, currently it lacks provisions for surveillance
systems, inter-sectoral coordination, data privacy, and long-term health system
preparedness.

Is there a need for a more comprehensive public health law in India?

There is a need for updated legislation that addresses emerging diseases, integrates
technology and surveillance, ensures accountability, and aligns with international health
regulations.

What constitutes a ‘dangerous epidemic disease’ under this Act?

The Act does not explicitly define “dangerous epidemic disease.” In practice, the
declaration is made by the government based on disease severity, spread potential, and
public health threat—often guided by expert medical advice or WHO alerts.

Does the Act empower local bodies or municipal authorities?

The Act primarily empowers state and central governments. However, local authorities may
be directed to implement or enforce epidemic control measures under the guidance of state-
level health departments.

Can the Act override individual rights such as freedom of movement?

Yes, but only temporarily and proportionately. While the Act can restrict movement and
gatherings for public health safety, such restrictions are expected to follow the principle of
minimum necessary interference and legal oversight.

Is there a requirement for scientific or technical advisory under the Act?

No, the Act does not mandate scientific or epidemiological consultation. However,
government takes a considered decisions with consultations from expert task forces or
technical bodies like ICMR and NCDC.

Does the Act mention disease notification or surveillance systems?

No. Disease notification, is made through Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme
(IDSP) under the National Health Mission, not the Epidemic Act.

Is there any judicial oversight on the use of this Act?

Yes. Actions taken under the Act can be subject to judicial review if challenged, especially
if they are deemed arbitrary, disproportionate, or violative of constitutional rights.

Can private sector resources be requisitioned under this Act?

While the Act is silent on this aspect, during emergencies, state governments have invoked
broader Disaster Management Act, 2005 powers to requisition private hospitals,
equipment, and services.

What is the difference between the Epidemic Diseases Act and the Disaster
Management Act, 2005?

The Epidemic Act deals specifically with controlling the spread of infectious diseases. The



Disaster Management Act provides a broader framework for disaster response, including
epidemics, and facilitates inter-agency coordination, funding, and logistical support.

18. Are there any state-level amendments or rules under this Act?

Yes. Many states have framed their own regulations under the Epidemic Diseases Act—
for example, the Maharashtra Epidemic Diseases COVID-19 Regulations, 2020—to tailor

responses to local needs.



